Support Services For At-Risk Children Age Birth Through Three Years. Section 279.51, Programs for at-risk children, Volume II, Code of Iowa, 2003 specifies that grants can be awarded (1) to school districts to establish programs for three-year-old, four-year-old, and five-year-old at-risk children (this includes homeless children) which are a combination of preschool and full-day kindergarten and (2) to provide educational support services to parents of at-risk children age birth through three years. Information can be obtained from http://www.legis.state.ia.us/IACODE/1999SUPPLEMENT/279/51.html For further assistance, contact Penny Milburn at Penny.Milburn@iowa.gov
Local Educational Liaison for Homeless Children and Youth
Every school district in Iowa has identified a liaison to coordinate efforts within the district to serve homeless children and youth. Over the past two years the liaisons have met together six times via the ICN communication's network to discuss the role of liaisons as defined in Title X, NCLB. These meetings generate many questions that are addressed. Following the meetings written responses are sent to all liaisons via an e-mail list server. The identification and activation of liaisons to represent the homeless is creating increased awareness of homelessness and improvement of services at the local level. For a listing of the Liaison's duties refer to Appendix C in "Homelessness: Local Program Review Guide: Services for Homeless Children and Youth. This program Review guide may also be found at http://www.state.ia.us/educate/ecese/is/homeless/documents.html. 
Homeless Advisory Committee

Project Easier
Project Easier is a statewide data recording and tracking system, which allows all school districts to be able to transfer information on students via electronic communications. The system includes information on homelessness (identification, type of homelessness, grade level, and achievement information). This will accommodate the homeless by speeding up transfer of information between districts. Immediate enrollment of homeless students is required. The speedy transfer of information will speed up the provision of appropriate school programs and services. In addition, Project Easier will enable Iowa to be more proficient in recording and reporting homelessness. 
Landlord Tenant Law Changes to Avoid Eviction
The Iowa Coalition for Housing and Homeless worked in partnership with the Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence to change the landlord tenant law regarding clear & present danger. Under the law, when a person presents a clear and present danger (e.g. police calls to a residence) a landlord may choose to evict. Usually this happens once the police are called more than twice to a residence. There is a clause that states how to cure the problem with the landlord, however, it is usually not presented and residents are not aware. This has caused many victims of domestic abuse to be evicted because they have called to police for their own safety. The law, Section 562A.27A, was changed to now require landlords to put the "remedies to cure" in the eviction notice.
To access this law go to http://www.legis.state.ia.us/GA/80GA/Session.2/Summary/ and scroll to SF 2199.
Legal References In Iowa Code and Rules That Are Relevant to Runaways and At Risk Children and Youth:
This annotated list includes brief summaries of Iowa legislation, rules and educational standards that are relevant to Runaways and At-Risk children and youth. This document can be accessed from the Law, Rules, and Legislation web page of the Iowa Department of Education Homeless Education web site. These laws and rules support and promote Personal, Social, Emotional, and Behavioral Development goals. The list is offered as a quick index for developing understanding and consensus regarding some of the legal aspects of "why" local communities might direct significant energy into the development of personal, social, emotional and behavioral development concurrently with local schools. 
Safe Housing Alternative Residential Centers
An ad hoc committee was formed by Congressman Neal Smith in 1994 to encourage the development of safe housing alternatives that would keep children and youth "out of the system". The committee observed that during the past 40 years agencies have become substantially dependent on government and United Way funds and that these funds were becoming insufficient to cover the costs of "system" children they were serving. The conclusion of the ad hoc committee was that their goal should be to encourage the development of housing alternatives that would keep children "out of the system." The following are informal goals of the ad hoc group: 1. To provide alternative safe residential opportunities for non-system children to insure that they develop their educational and social s kills potential. 2. To decrease the number of children and youth who are leaving home and then becoming homeless. 3. To assist the education systems (schools) by providing students with more "home" support that will result in less classroom stress and frustrations for teachers. 4. To reduce the number of children that have found that the only way to escape their home challenges and problems is to commit acts that will result in their entering the "system" in order to seek help. 5. To develop children who will become responsible adults through stable homes and a good education in order to develop their potential and reduce the number of adults that enter the prison system.
The goal of the committee was to verify the lack of available programs for non-system children and to encourage agencies to develop programs and alternative residential options for non-system children. In order to determine the number of children and youths that would potentially benefit from placement in an alternative residential center, a study was authorized and funded. Based on these analyses of housing and community development challenges, the report recommends several strategies to address these challenges over the next decade. This study has four goals:
• To examine trends in the demand for and supply of housing in Iowa over the 1990s, and compare these trends to neighboring states; • To develop a clear picture of housing challenges in the next decade, for Iowa's communities and for its residents; • To develop a clear picture of how the State has addressed these challenges up until this point; • To identify ways to meet these challenges in the next decade.
